
ENACTED 5/22/07

Introduced by the Council Member Yates:

ORDINANCE 2007-414-E
AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING THE COUNCIL RULES; AMENDING RULE 4.504 (MANNER OF SPEAKING), COUNCIL RULES, FOR CLARIFICATION AND TO PROMOTE, IN THE MANNER AND SUBSTANCE OF A COUNCIL MEMBER’S SPEECH, THE DIGNITY OF, AND RESPECT FOR THE OFFICE OF CITY COUNCIL AND THE LEGISLATIVE PROCESS; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1.

Rule 4.504 (Manner of Speaking), Council Rules.  Rule 4.504 (Manner of Speaking), Council Rules, is hereby amended to read as follows:

PART 5. RULES OF DECORUM.
*  *  *

Rule 4.504.
Manner of Speaking.


No Council Member at a council meeting or committee meeting shall speak on any question or discuss any matter, nor interrupt another, nor make a motion without first being recognized by the presiding officer, rising (at the council meetings), addressing the presiding officer and obtaining his/her recognition.  When two or more rise at once, the The President presiding officer shall name recognize the Council Member who has the floor, and call on each subsequent council member is first to speak.  No Council Member shall be interrupted by another without the consent of the Council Member who has the floor, except by rising to assert a question of order.  Every Each Council Member, in speaking on any matter, shall confine himself/herself to the question, shall not use unbecoming, abusive or unparliamentary language, shall not engage in personal attacks on fellow Council Members or on any speaker before the Council, and shall promote, in the manner and substance of his/her speech, the dignity of, and respect for the Office of City Council and the legislative process and shall avoid personalities.
Section 2.  
Effective.
  This Ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature. 

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________  
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: Margaret M. Sidman
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